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Truth and 1 ghreouſneſs ? 1 


And after the People whom the Lord 4 
| Eſtabliſheth and will Eſtabliſh there- * bs. 


Ag. in, in ſome Queries on Iſa 58, and allo 


on Chapter 54. „5 
„Me there any people to be found, who exceed tlae 
S , ſtate ſpoken. of rerl, 2. of ſeeking God dai 
and delighting to know his wayes, as 2 Nation. © 52 
the did Rightcouſneſs, and forſook not the Ordinance oF their © 
God ? They ask of me ſaid the Lord the Ordinances of Juſtice; © 
they take delight in approaching to God. Arethere not ma- 7 
ay Profeſtions and ſorts ef Profeſſors at this day; who in Gods 
Gghr fall ſborx of rhis ſtare, and yct think highly of themſelves d 
ex theſe the Propbet of the Lord was not to ſpare, but to lift u 
is Voice like a Trumpet againſt them, becauſe of their Tranſ+ 
. and Sin which they committed, notwithſtandikg their 
thus daily ſeeking the Lord. 5 7 


Quer. 3. What was the Tranſtreſſion and the Sioowhict tie * 
Prophet was not to ſpare them in, but litt up his Yoice like ai 22 
A againſtthem for? Wat it got (among other things) for? M 

| Vir wiqng Halling, den wrong; ae dei Souls, , - Jl 
wrong ſeeking of Goch, out of the. meek, tender, merciful: = 

Ys | A Spirit e 


* 


| S | (25. wn 
ſpiritꝰ Doth God require ſuch 2ning or praying of any man ? 
or will the Lord accept ſuch faſting or praying at any mans 
hand ? Ah how many faſt and pray at this day, who never 
rightly conſidered nor truly underſtood what the faſtings and 
what the priyers are, which God requireth, and which «lone he 
will accept ? 


Quer. 3. What is the faſt which God requireth,and will ac- 
cept in all Ages? Is not this it, Ts /ooſe the bands of wickedneſs, 
ro undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppreſſed go free; wbreakevery 
yoke Cc. ver. 6. 7. Who can underſtand or learn the faſt, but 
he that is taught of God ? 


Quer. 4. Are there any, whoſe light breaks forth as the 
morning, and whoſe health ſprings forth ſpeedily ; and whoſe 
righteouſneſs __ before them, and whom the glory of the 
Lord gathereth up, or is a Rereward to (as is promiſed to thoſe 
who obſerve this faſt) and whom the Lord is ready to hear and 
anſwer in all that they call upon him for, as ver. 8.9? Doth 
not God teach his Children in the new Covenant to obſerve this 
faſt ? And they who are taught by him to keep it (and do faithful» 
ly keep it) do they not inherit this Promiſe ? 


Quer. 5. Are there any now among the Sons of men, whoſe 
light hath riſen in obſcurity, and whoſe darkneſs. hath become 
as noon-day ? Whom the Lord guideth continually, and whoſe 
Soul he ſatisfieth in Droughts, and makes fat their bones: And 
makes them like a watered garden, and like a ſpring of water, 
whoſe Waters fail not?Surely if there be any, who are truly taught 
of the Lord to obſerve that which leads hereto, they cannot miſs 
of enioying theſe precious promiſes: For he is faithful and true 
who hath promiſed. (verſ. 10, 11.) 


ver. 6. Are there any, at this day, whom God honoureth 


in building the old waſte Places, in raiſing up the Foundations 


of many Generations; 1a repairing the breach, and reſtoring 
the Paths to dwell in ? What are the Paths that are to be dwelt 
in ? Arc they not the ſame which the Soul is to walk in ? Is not 

po | OS 
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the juſt mans path and his ewe Mees all one, even the Light of 
the Living, which he is both to walk and abide in? See 1 Joh. 1. 
7. and Prov. 4. 18. 

It is ſaid concerning Chriſt, He that ſaith he abideth in bim 
onght himſelf alſo ſo to walk, cven as he walked 1 Job. 2. 6. How 
did Chriſt walk ? Did he not walk in the Light of Gods Spirit? 
in Subjection to Gods Spirit? Was not the fulneſs given him ? 
Was not the Father alwayes with him? And did not he act in the 
Father,and the Father in and through him?Now,doth not he give 
forth a meaſure of the ſame Spirit, of the ſame Anointing, of 
the ſame Power to become Sons unto all bis? and are not they 
to walk —_— to the meaſure of Light and Life they receive 
from hime And he that walks according to this rule, can he err 
in ſo walking? Is not this the pure Path, the living Path, the 
Path for the rànſomed in the dayes of the Goſpel, who walk not 
after the Fleth, but after the Spirit; not in the oldneſs of the Let- 
ter, but in the newneſs of the Spirit? O that men could conlider 
this with the true underſtanding, and know the way of Life in 
the true ſenſe and experience thereof 1 That which enlightens and 
gives life to my Soul, i: ſomewhat from Chriſt, even a meaſure 
or appearance of his pure Spirit; it is no leſs: and the Law of 
Life written inward is mòre to the Soul then words written out- 
wardly,though all the words that ever come from Gods holy Spi- 
rit are very precious, and greatly uſeful, to thofe, to whom he 
vouchſafeth to give che underſtanding of them. 


Quer. 7. What is the Sabboth ſpoken of verſ. 13 ? Is it the 
Law-Sabboth , or the Goſpel-Sabboth ? Is it inferior id na- 
ture to the Faſt before mentioned? What is Gods Holy«day, 
which is the Souls delight, the holy of the Lords honoura- 
ble, wherein the Souls that enter into the true Reſt (by 
Faith in him who is Life) honour the Lord, in ceaſing fromm 
2 own ways, pleaſures and words? ſee allo Heir: 4. 3+ 
and 10. 


Qu. 8. = that keep Gods holy Sabboth, do they not-delight- 
themſelyes in the Lord? do they not feel the pleaſure of bis Day, 
and of his Appearance in his day? Arg not theſe of the true Seed 
A 2 * * of : 


4 3 
of Facob (who prtẽviii with G 32 for the Jeſing Hani doth not 
the Lord feed them with the Heritage of 7 «cob their Father, e» 
ven with che Bleflings of the Covenant of Life and Peace for 
evermore. 


ll 
Wl 
Som: Queries on Tfa 54. 


Z.er I there ſuch a ſtare to be witneſled, either in the particu- | 
1. 1 lar, or in the general, hi rein the Womb that was barren 

ſhall Travel and bear, and ling tor jo) ot heart and ſpirit betore 

the Lord ? ec v I 1. 


2 Quer. 2 Is there ſuch a ſtate to be witneſſed, as of the Maker 
to become the Husband ? I not chis a glorious ſtatę indeed, 
and a name better then 01 8 ns and Daughters, tignitying necrer 
intimacy and union, then any otber rela ion, with che he- 
ly One, the Revecmer ef J/rae/? and do not ſuch as come to 
this ſtate (even to be married t the Land) partake more 
abundantiy ot his rcdcemb'g rower ard lovly vieſence? ſee 
vet l. 6. 


Quer. 3. Are there ſe me ſo vilited and redeemed by the Lord, 
as that they (;all gever be cait uff more as that th. hoods of Wrarh 
ſhali never overtake them more, nor the Covenant 61 thei Piece 
removed ? Ab precious {tate | bleſſed are they doubr]. ſo. who have 
been ſu viuted and reaecmed by Gods mercy, 3s to be mad, par- 
takes of it, | 


« 
— —————— — 


Quer. 4. Who is this that hath been affl R-d, toſſed with 
tempeſt and not comforted ? Have there ben anyſuch in our da: g, 
who have been deeply aſflicted, for want ot the preſence ot the 
Lord God ot their Lite, u hoh ve been t. ſſed up and down with 
tempeſt after tempeſt, and could meet with no C omtorter to ſpeak 
a word in felon to their weary Souls? And hath the Lord ap- 
peared to theſe, vilited th. ſe, built up theſe, comtorted thee ? 
Surely then, the poof whom he bath raiſcd out of the duſt, and 
the 


X 1 a ; 
this aZdy whom be hath lifted . the dg#ghil, cranot bas 
praiſe bis Name. S | 


f Quer. 5 Who is this, whoſe ſtones Cod layes with fair 
1 Colours, and her Foundations with Saphires ? wboſe Windows * 
God makes ef Agates, and ber Gates of Carbuacles, and all her | 
' Borders of leaf ant Stones? Was not the Covenanc of Life ſo a. 
durncd in the Apeſtles days? and is lhe nvt ſo adorned now again? 


| Quer. 6. Whoſe children are they, who ſhall be all taught of * 
the Lord, and whoſe peace hall be great, who ſhall be eftablitbed ” 
in Rigbrcouſneſs, who hall be far from Oppreſſion ſo that they 
ſhall nor frar, and from terror ſo that it thall not come neer 
them ? Ae there ſuch a Generation of the heaveniy Birth, of 
the Covenant of Life, brought forth in this our day,whoſanctifie 
the Lord of Holts hi-vſclf.and make him their f:ar and their dread,” 
bur are not terrified with che wicked one, nor with the Snares 
and Engincs of the ung»dly ? Surely they who are taught of God, 
have peace from him and in him, and are eſtabliſhed is the rigute- 
ous Spiric and liſe of ls Son, they ate like mount Sten, which 
cannot be ſhaken or removed, by all the Lecrors and oppreſſing 
Devices of the ungodly. 


| Qu. 7. By whom do they gather together, who gather together 
1 agua ſuch a people? Certainly it i. not by che Lord nor by any 
advice of counſel from lim; but by the adv:ſc of that ſpirit ahich 
oppoſech himſelf againit che Power and Work of the ld: And 
that ſpirit inuſt fall tor the kes ot rhoſe, whom God batt raiſed up 
| dy his Power, and undertakech tudefend. How tender was God 
1 or ral after the fic in the day of his delivering them, ſee 
| I + hron. 16. 19. & Cd and will he not be as tender of His Jpitieral 
- Iſrazi, In the day of his redeeming and delivering them? Indeed 
| the oppolition will be very great, but conlide who ih have te 
* victory, Sec. Rev 17. 14 Certainly it 15 rue, and ſ-aled by the 
Spirit of the Lord that Patience, Mecxneſ., Inne cency Love, Ki he 
t.vf{ncſs &c, hall at length overcom: all Unrightes..ngs, Bami- 
ry; Qpprefſion, Cruelty, Wrath &c, . and that fpirit row which 
they proceed: and as chey are overcome, and when they are overs 
| come 
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some, the Lamb's Spirit me and ſhine in the glory of the 
Father. O the ſweet Senſe of this day and further hope thereof, 
how doth it bear up the ſuffering Lambs in the midſt of all their 
Tryals and Tribulations | 


Quer. 8. Hath not God created the Waſter to deſtroy ? and 
hath not he power over him ? and doth not he limit him in the 
midit of his deſtroying work? But did God create him to deſtroy 
his heritage ? Or will God ſuffer him ſo todo ? they may indeed 
deſtroy the buildings which are not of God: But God is the wiſe, 
great, Maſter-builder, who counted bis coſt before he began and 
knew he was able to maintain bis Building,againſt all the Oppoſi- 
tions and Oppoſors which could riſe up againſt it. : 


Qu. 9. Can any weapon formed againſt the Covenant of Life 
and the Children thereof, whoare __ of God and have great 
peace from him, and who are eſtabliſhed by him in Righteouſneſs; 
I ſay, can any weapon formed againſt theſe proſper? Every tongue 
that riſeth up in judgment againſt them, doth not the holy Tongue 
condemn ? Is not this the Heritage of the Servants of the Lord, 
in this our day ? and doth not the Lord ſay (what ever men ſay 
to the contrary) that their Righteouſneſs is of him ? Indeed, who 
ever receiveth the true Righteouſneſs, receiveth it from the hand 
of the Lord, and knoweth it to be of him. And this teſtimony 
we have, even from the Spirit of the Lord, who taketh away our 
Unrighteouſneſs and filthy Garments, and giveth us Righteouſ- 
neſs Kom and in his Son; that the righteouſneſs which he giveth 
us, is his Sons Righteouſneſs, even the very fame wherewtth the 
Son himſelf was clothed. For as the Seed is but one, and of one 
(Hel. 2. 11. ) ſo the righteouſneſs is but one neither, Be not haſty 
in ſpirit but wait to underſtand it in the Light and Spirit of the 
Lord, which is Wiſdoms place of giving true underſtanding to 
her Diſciples. i 

It is true, there hath been great Darkneſs, and the true Church 
hath been in the Wilderneſs,and the Remnant of her Sced hunted 
and perſecuted up and down the Earth by the falſe Church, which 
hath been cried up for the true. But bleſſed be the Lord the Dark- 
neſs is paſſing away, and the true Light mining again: which 


Light 
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Light diſcovers and redeems Ry all that is faſſe,into that which 
is true: ſo that he that is truth and no lye is again known, and 
he ſpeaketh truth and no lye, and anointeth with the true and holy 
Oyle of Life and gal vation. all that are truly living. And now 
the kingdom of Darkneſs is going down, and the Kingdom of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt railing up and exalting ; which is an inward 
Kingdom, a ſpiritual Kingdom, a Kingdom of Life, a Kingdom 
of Peace, a Kingdom of — 2 1 a Kingdom of holy Power 
and Dominion over fin and death in the heart. And this will 
ſpread and increaſe, to the — of Pet ſons, Families and Nati- 
ons (as they come to be ſenſible of and ſubject to the Holy Light 
and Power thereof) which the Bleſſings of Abraham, wherewith 
all Families and Nations are to be bleſſed, as they come to be un- 
leavened from the ſerpentine ſpirit and wiſdom, and leayen- 
ed with the Innocency and Righteouſneſs of the Lambs Nature 
and Spirit. | 

The mighty God carry on his work, by the ſame mighty Arm 
of Strength wherewith he began it; and open the eyes of this Na- 
tion that they may ſee their proper hope and intereſt : for indeed 
the Lord hath great love to this Nation, and a bleſſing in tore for 
it, (for the Seeds ſake which he hath ſown and cauſed to ſpring up 
init,) though many tryals and tribulations muſt firſt be paſſed 
through, and the ſpirit of Enmity and Oppoſition againft the 
appearance of Gods holy Spirit and Power worn out, O that 
men could come to that which gives the eye-ſight,that thereby they 
might ſee a right, and no longer take the riſe of their ſeeing from 
that ſpirit and wiſdom which miſi-repreſents things. 


Wrinen in Reading- Goal, in the tender love, true innocency and 
I of my leut; which the Lerd hath given me to ſuffer 
with for his truth ſaks , About the latter end of the 4th 
Moneth, 167 1. . 

Iſaac Penington. 
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THE END 


